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C A V A L I E R  T R E A T M E N T
CURSES AND CARAVANS
L E E  S P E T H
In  Roger L a n ce ly n  G reen 's  F ro m  th e
W o rld 's  E n d  (bound up i n  th e  B a l la n t in e  
D o u b le  P h o en ix ) , t h e  h ero  sp eak s f o n d ly  o f  5
" . . .  th e  g r e a t  rom an ces, th e  A rg o n a u ts , 
or th e  V o lsu n gs -  or som ething more r e ­
c e n t ,  Th e  S u n d e r i n g  F l o o d ,  or L i l i t h ,
A ylw in  or P e r e la n d r a . . . "
When Mr. G reen , th e  f r ie n d ,  t r a v e l l i n g  
companion and c o - bio g r a p h e r  o f  C. S . L ew is  
sp ea k s, we h ea rk en . A t any r a t e  I  h eark en ed  
when I  f i r s t  rea d  t h i s  p a s sa g e . L i l i t h , o f  
c o u r se , i s  a  G eorge MacDonald fa n ta s y  and I  
cannot say  t h a t  i t ' s  a  f a v o r i t e  o f  m in e , 
though my f r ie n d  Gary M yers, a c o n n o is se u r  
in  such m a tte r s , c o n s id e r s  i t  th e  g r e a t e s t  
vam pire s to r y  e v e r  w r i t t e n .  T h e  S u n d er in g
F l o o d  i s  one o f  W illia m  M o r r is 's  g ra v e  and  
o th e r -w o r ld ly  rom ances and P e re la n d ra  n e e d s  
no ex p la n a tio n  t o  t h i s  a u d ie n c e .
So what th e  d e v i l  i s  A y lw in ?
My r e fe r e n c e  books a t  home d id  n o t  know.
A r e fe r e n c e  l ib r a r ia n  whom I  c o n s u lte d  d id  
n o t  know. So I  l e f t  h er  and went down t o  th e  
B r i t i s h  Museum C a ta lo g u e  o f  Books and t h e r e  
found th a t  A y l w i n  was w r it t e n  i n  th e  1 8 9 0 's  
by someone c a l l e d  T heodore W atts-D un ton .
When I  re tu rn ed  t o  th e  r e fe r e n c e  l ib r a r ia n ,  
sh e a ls o  had made d is c o v e r y  and was w avin g  
a l o f t  a s l i p  o f  p ap er w ith  th e  name o f  W a tts -  
Dunton, "the f r ie n d  o f  Swinburne." 
May you and I  and a l l  o f  u s f in d  su ch  a 
f r ie n d  in  such an h o u r . The s to r y  o f  t h a t  
f r ie n d s h ip  h as b een  re co u n te d  by M o llie  
Banter-Downs i n  h e r  e n t e r ta in in g  s tu d y  A t
T h e  P i n e s :   S w i n b u r n e  a n d  
W a t t s - D u n t o n  i nPutney (Gambit, I n c . ,  1 9 7 1 ) . There we le a r n  
how W atts, a V ic t o r ia n  c r i t i c  and a cq u a in ­
ta n c e  o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  everyb ody s p i l l i n g  in k  
in  England, so u g h t o u t Swinburne when t h e  
p o e t  was broken w it h  bohem ianism  and h o u rs  
from  d eath  in  a  p r o v e r b ia l  g a r r e t .  He b o re  
Swinburne to  a  m anor, The P in e s ,  a t  P u tn ey ,  
su p e r v ise d  h i s  r e c o v e r y  and oversaw  th e  l i f e  
o f  th a t  c r e a t iv e  b u t askew  gen tlem an  f o r  th e  
n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .
To many o f  S w in b u rn e 's  ad m irers t h i s  c h a r i ty  
amounted to  b e t r a y a l .  The c o r r e c t  ro m a n tic  f i n a l e  
would have b een  d e a th , p r e fe r a b ly  w h i le  d e l e r -  
i o u s ,  in  c a n d l e l i t ,  cobwebby sq u a lo r , n o t  t h i s  
r e g u la te d , p r o g r e ss  th rou gh  m iddle age i n  th e  
su b u rb s, w ith  W atts-D un ton  h o ld in g  th e  checkbook  
and m easuring th e  w in e . P h otos o f  W atts-D un ton  
co u ld  n o t have r e a s s u r e d  th e  r o m a n tic . He lo o k s  
e v e ry  in ch  th e  s to d g y  V ic to r ia n  p a t e r  f a m i l i a s ,  
p o r t ly ,  h ig h - c o l la r e d ,  w ith  th e  m andatory V ic t o r ­
ia n  p a t e r  f a m i l i a s  f u l l  m oustache. He lo o k s  th e  
f i t  warden f o r  an a g in g  D io n y s ia n . He d o e s  n o t  
lo o k  l i k e  th e  a u th o r  o f  A y l w i n .
F o r y e s ,  I  fo u n d  A y l w i n .  I t  a lo n e  o f  th e  
f o u r  " r e c e n t"  b o o k s  e x to l l e d  by G re e n  th ro u g h  
h i s  h e ro  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e p r i n t e d  l a t e l y  in  A m er­
i c a n  p ap erb ack . I t  m ust b e so u g h t on th e  f i c t i o n  
s h e lv e s  o f  o ld  book s t o r e s ,  among t i t l e s , t h a t . ... 
w ere p o p u la r  s e l l e r s  b e f o r e  th e  Archduke d ie d  in  
S e r b ia  and th e  o ld  d ays p a sse d  in t o  w ar. I  found  
my cop y  in  H ollyw ood. I t  c o s t  two d o l la r s ;  th e  
p r o s p e c t iv e  buyer w i l l  be g la d  t o  know t h a t  th e  
m arket i s  n o t  p r o h ib i t iv e .
A y l w i n  i s  l e s s  a  f a n t a s y  th a n  a m elodram a.
I t  i s ,  I  t h in k ,  to o  much a  p e r io d  p ie c e  t o  g en ­
e r a t e  p o p u la r ity  to d a y , b u t  to o  s in g u la r  a  p ro­
d u c t io n  t o  e n t i r e ly  d is m is s  on ce one has rea d  i t .  
C on tem p oraries were e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  s a le s  g a l lo p e d .  
O scar W ild e thou ght A y lw in , " a  c a p i t a l  book t o  
g iv e  o n e ' s  p a ren ts  a t  C h r is tm a s ,"  which may o r  
may n o t  be p r a is e ,  b u t t h e r e  i s  no m ista k in g  
th e  en th u s ia sm , however s e m ic o h e r e n t , o f  Swin­
b u r n e 's  m other who w ro te  W a t t s , " . . .  i t s  o r ig ­
i n a l i t y  u n f la g g in g  in t e r e s t i n g n e s s  and though  
f e a r f u l l y  e x c i t in g  th e  to n e  th rou gh ou t i s  so  
e n t i r e l y  f r e e  from a n y th in g  one cou ld  n o t  q u i t e  
l i k e  t h a t  I  th in k  i t  r e a l l y  a  w on d erfu l book ."
D e s t in y  i s  m aster  i n  t h i s  n o v e l ,  no in s c r u t ­
a b le  d e s t in y ,  b u t one t h a t  t h e  gyp sy  re a d s  i n  
th e  c lo u d s .  C urses a re  e f f e c t u a l  and th e  moody 
dead can  b l i g h t  in n o c e n t  l i v e s .  Our h e r o , Henry 
A y lw in , i s  r a th e r  i n s i p i d ,  l ik e w is e  h i s  W elsh- 
b orn  T rue L ove, W in ifred  'Wynne, a r t l e s s  V ic t o r ia n  
v ic t im - h e r o in e  from th e  en ch a n ted  s lo p e s  o f  Snow­
d en . H e n r y 's  s t e e l y  m other i s  a  n o tc h  b e t t e r ,  
b u t t h e  p erso n  one r e c a l l s  m ost v iv id ly  i s  S i n f i  
L o v e l l ,  t h e  gyp sy  g i r l ,  a  s ta u n c h  nomad o f  
e x o t i c  b e a u ty . Her sp e e c h  i s  w r it t e n  in  som eth in g  
o f  a  h i l l b i l l y  d i a l e c t  -  we r a th e r  ex p ec t h er  t o  
smoke a  p ip e ,  though sh e  d o e s n ' t .  But a r t i s t s  
se e k  h e r  a s  a model and H enry A ylw in  w i l l  a t  
l a s t  g e n u f le c t  to  h er w isd om . S i n f i  e n te r s  in t o  
E xchange o f  th e  C h ar les W ill ia m s  s o r t ;  she s a c ­
r i f i c e s  h e r  lo v e ,  sh e e n g in e e r s  th e  happy c l i ­
max and e x i t s ,  d e s o la t e d ,  i n t o  th e  W elsh w ild s  
and w h a tev e r  h e a r t we can  b r in g  t o  t h i s  some­
what c o n tr iv e d  n o v e l g o e s  w it h  h e r .
The p a in t e r  D'A rcy ( a  m inor b u t c r u c ia l  
c h a r a c te r )  i s  s a id  to  be m o d e lle d  on Dante 
G a b r ie l R o s s e t t i .  I  n e v e r  m et th e  gentlem an  
and ca n n o t vouch  f o r  th e  l i k e n e s s ,  but i f  so  
i t ' s  a  k in d ly  p o r t r a i t .  D 'A rcy  con veys no h in t  
o f  th e  R o s s e t t i ,  who, a c c o r d in g  to  M iss P a n te r -  
Downs, becam e o b sesse d  w it h  a  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  
b ir d s  w ere b e in g  tr a in e d  b y  h i s  enem ies t o  s in g  
i n s u l t s  a t  him . (W atts-D u nton  o f fe r e d  what com­
f o r t  h e co u ld  and R o s s e t t i  p a id  him th e  supreme 
com p lim en t o f  d y in g  i n  h i s  a r m s.)  Most o f  th e  
o th e r  p e o p le  i n  A ylw in  a r e  f o r g e t t a b l e .
A y lw in  i s  a  romance t o  b e r e a d , i f  i t  i s  
read  a t  a l l ,  f o r  atm osp here -  f o r  th e  G othic  
c o n v e n t io n s  o f  c u r s e s , m adness and th e  M oon ligh t  
G ross o f  th e  G n o s t ic s , f o r  t h e  e v o c a t io n  o f  th e  
w ild s  a b o u t Snowden, and f o r  th e  p lunge in t o  t h e  
v a g r a n t ,  gau d y , a rr o g a n t w o r ld  o f  th e  g y p s ie s .
I'm  n o t  su re th a t  I ' l l  e v e r  r e -r e a d  A y l w i n ,  
b u t I ’ l l  hang on to  my cop y  j u s t  in  c a s e . W a tts-  
Dunton w ro te  a n o th er  g y p sy  t a l e ,  T h e  
C o m i n g  o f Love:  Rhona Boswell's Story. I f  I  were to  run  
a c r o s s  i t  -  w e l l ,  i t  w ould  depend on th e  p r ic e .
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